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Message from the Chair 
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We have come a long way from 1895 when we were a 20-bed facility known as the 

Macon Hospital.  In 1994, we became the Medical Center of Central Georgia (600+ 

beds), and in 2014, Navicent Health which included Floyd, Peach, and Baldwin facili-

ties.  In 2019, we joined Atrium Health which was composed of 36 hospitals in 

Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina.  In 2022, Atrium Health and Advo-

cate Auroa Health combined forming the 3rd largest non-profit health system in 

the United States and is composed of 69 hospitals in North and South Carolina, 

Georgia, Wisconsin, Illinois, and Alabama.  Wake Forest University joined the sys-

tem as our academic engine with all research activities flowing through one IRB at 

Wake Forest.   

 

As we continue to grow as a large healthcare organization, we are organizing our 

infrastructure to maximize opportunities in both the clinical and research arenas 

which will benefit our patients.   One example of this is the Southeast Trauma Sys-

tem Collaboration Network. Although in its infancy, this collaboration has focused 

on strengthening relationships among member institutions and has identified chal-

lenges across the trauma system.  The next step will be to develop a joint research agenda that will involve all 

trauma centers in the system.   

Our Atrium Health Navicent Surgery Department has also had another strong year and continues to grow.  We 

continue to add faculty that support our mission for providing high quality healthcare to our community and edu-

cation for our residents and medical students.  Dr. Lindsey Bridges, fellowship trained colorectal surgeon, joined 

our colorectal team adding complex robotic surgery expertise.  Dr. Salah Abdel Jalil has joined our team as a fel-

lowship trained hepatobiliary surgeon and has already doubled the number of complex hepatobiliary and pancre-

atic cases performed over the last year. Dr. Loreski Collado was recruited as an endocrine fellowship trained 

surgeon to champion and develop endocrine surgery for the department.  Dr. Magendran Danapal was recruited 

and has joined our team as the Chief of Vascular Surgery.  He has recruited three new faculty members as our 

vascular surgery service line continues to expand. Finally, three acute care surgery surgeons have been hired in 

the past 3 years providing support for our newly expanded acute care surgery American Association for the Sur-

gery of Trauma fellowship.  These include Drs. William Wallace, Kristin Harmon, and Roslyn Alexander.  

 

The Peyton Anderson Cancer Center has also seen tremendous growth over the last year. Dr. Paul Dale is the 

Chief of the Division of Surgical Oncology.  Dr. Lilenbaum joined the team as the Service Line Director in 2025. 

He is a medical oncologist with an extensive background in treating lung cancer and has been nationally recog-

nized for his research efforts in the field of oncology.  This will add additional clinical support for our patients 

well as exposure to first line clinical trials for complex cancer care.   

 

Our Level I American College of Surgeons (ACS) verified trauma center continues to be extremely busy treating 

approximately 5,000 trauma patients per year.  This trauma center not only serves the Macon area but is a safety 

net hospital for the entire region receiving transfer patients from 75 of the 159 counties in Georgia.  In April of 

this year, the trauma center underwent its fourth ACS site visit and was approved with no deficiencies.  Many 

thanks to all the teammates, service lines, and departments that made this tremendous success possible.   

 
As you can see, the department continues to grow with addition of talented faculty and residents.  We are well 

positioned for another great academic year.  I look forward to working alongside these exceptional teammates in 

the coming year.  

Dennis W. Ashley, MD, FACS 

Will C. Sealy Endowed Chair 
Professor of Surgery 

Mercer University School of Medicine 

Director of Trauma  
Atrium Health Navicent 
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Department of Surgery 

The Surgery Residency was started under its founding Chair, Milford B. Hatcher, M.D., in 1958. Internationally famous for 

arrhythmia surgery, Will C. Sealy, M.D., succeeded him in 1984. In 1991, Martin L. Dalton, M.D. followed Dr. Sealy as Pro-

fessor and Chair. Under his tenure as chair, academic growth of the department continued with important clinical pro-

grams in trauma and critical care and surgical research. The Residency grew from two to four graduating chief resident po-

sitions. Don K. Nakayama, M.D., a pediatric surgeon, was named the Milford B. Hatcher Professor and Chair of the De-

partment of Surgery in 2007.  He recruited pediatric surgery faculty and developed a robust pediatric surgery department.  

Dr. Dennis W. Ashley was named the Milford B. Hatcher Professor and Chair of the Department of Surgery July 1, 2014.  

In 2017, a 5th graduating chief resident position was added. On September 30, 2019, Dr. Ashley was named as the first in-

augural Will C. Sealy Endowed Chair of Surgery by the Mercer University School of Medicine. The program is fully accred-

ited by the Residency Review Committee in Surgery of the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education. Resi-

dents regularly finish with more than 1,200 operations during the five-year training program with extensive experience in 

all areas of general surgery. Residents enter fellowships in all major surgical specialties. The Surgery Department also sup-

ports a third-year medical student clerkship program with Mercer University School of Medicine providing a broad experi-

ence in trauma, vascular, general and pediatric surgery. The Department added a one-year Surgical Critical Care Fellowship 

program in 2009 which developed into a two-year American Association for the Surgery of Trauma Acute Care Surgery 

Fellowship in 2025.  

Left to right: Milford B. Hatcher, Will C. Sealy,  Martin L. Dalton, Don  K. Nakayama, Dennis W. Ashley 

Mercer University School of Medicine  

The Mercer University School of Medicine (MUSM) was organized in 1982, part of a 

thirteen-year effort by city and community groups, the Bibb County Medical Society, 

and the Georgia State Legislature to educate physicians and other health profession-

als to meet the primary and ancillary healthcare needs of rural and medically under-

served areas of Georgia. The School opened additional four-year M.D. campuses in 

Savannah in 2008 and in Columbus in 2021, and a clinical campus in Valdosta in 2024.   

Atrium Health Navicent is a primary clinical site at which third and fourth year 

MUSM students in Macon complete their clinical training.  Other degree programs 

offered at MUSM include the Master of Science in Biomedical Sciences, Master of 

Science in Preclinical Sciences and a Masterõs of Family Practice.  Currently, more 

than 60 percent of MUSM graduates practice in the state of Georgia.  Of those, more than 80 percent are practicing in 

rural or medically underserved areas of Georgia. 

 

Mercer University will construct a new building for the School of Medicine overlooking the Ocmulgee River in downtown 

Macon, the first step in a major redevelopment of the area.  The Macon-Bibb County Urban Development Authority ap-

proved selling 11 parcels at 815 Riverside Drive, between Spring and Second streets, to the University on February 27, 

2025. The medical school has grown dramatically since it opened in 1982, more than doubling the number of M.D. stu-

dents from 96 to 240 and adding Ph.D. and masterõs-level programs. òDeveloping a riverfront home for the Mercer Uni-

versity School of Medicine seizes a unique opportunity to construct a stunning new facility designed to meet the needs of a 

growing student population with 21st century technology at an important gateway into Macon,ó Mercer President William 

D. Underwood said. 
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Atrium Health Navicent (AHN) has over a 100-year history of 

serving the central and South Georgia regions. Atrium Health Navicent, 

the leading provider of health care in central and South Georgia, is com-

mitted to its mission of elevating health and wellbeing through compassion-

ate care. Providing more than 1,000 beds and offering care in 53 specialties 

at more than 50 facilities throughout the region, Atrium Health Navi-

cent provides care for health care consumersõ through an academic medical 

center; community, pediatric and rehabilitation hospitals; urgent care cen-

ters; physician practices; diagnostic centers; home health; hospice and palli-

ative care; and a life plan community.  

 

Atrium Health Navicent is verified by the American College of Surgeons as 

a Level 1 Trauma Center, with more than 3,500 trauma admissions per 

year. AHN supports residency training programs in family practice, general 

surgery, internal medicine, obstetrics and gynecology and pediatrics. Spe-

cialty fellowships in surgical critical care, orthopedic traumatology, infec-

tious disease, palliative care, and geriatrics are also available. AHNõs gradu-

ate medical education programs have more than 100 trainees.   
 

Atrium Health Navicent (formerly known as The Medical Center of Cen-

tral Georgia) was incorporated on November 17, 1994, as a nonprofit cor-

poration whose primary purpose is to coordinate AHN and other affiliated 

entities in their mission of providing a comprehensive continuum of high 

quality, reasonably priced healthcare services to the region.  Atrium Health 

Navicent has 830 beds for medical, surgical, rehabilitation and hospice pur-
poses.  The health system includes Atrium Health Navicent, Beverly Knight 

Olson Childrenõs Hospital, Baldwin and Peach, (both rural critical access 

hospitals), Rehabilitation Hospital, Pine Pointe (provides palliative and hos-

pice care in homes and in its facility), Carlyle Place, (continuing care retire-

ment community), and Navicent Health Foundation, the philanthropic arm 

of Atrium Health Navicent. 
 

On February 8, 2018, it was announced that Atrium Health Navicent would 

merge with healthcare giant Atrium Health. This ensures a Macon-based 

institution will continue to be the leading driver of healthcare in central 

Georgia and beyond. In December 2018, Atrium Health and Atrium Health 

Navicent signed a definitive agreement to finalize their strategic combina-

tion, which became effective January 1, 2019.  
 

In December of 2022, Advocate Aurora Health closed on their formal 

combination to create Advocate Health.  Advocate Health is headquar-

tered in Charlotte while maintaining a strong presence in the Chicago and 

Milwaukee areas.  The Advocate Healthcare, Atrium Health and Aurora 

Healthcare brands will continue to be used in their respective local communities, with Wake Forest University 

School of Medicine serving as the academic core of the combined entity. Advocate Health serves nearly 6 million 

patients annually and is the 5th largest non-profit integrated health system in the nation. 

 

Atrium Health Navicent will continue its role as a teaching hospital maintaining its partnerships with the Mercer 

University School of Medicine, Middle Georgia State University, Wesleyan College, Central Georgia Technical 

College, and Georgia College and State University. 
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Atrium Health Navicent 

  Overview of AHN 

 Beverly Knight Olsen Childrenõs Hospital                          

(part of Atrium Health Levine Childrenõs) 

 AHN Main Campus 

     Albert Luce, Jr.  Heart Institute 

https://www.navicenthealth.org/
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Faculty 

Dennis W.  Ashley, M.D., F.A.C.S.  
Will C. Sealy Endowed Chair 

Professor of Surgery 

Director of Trauma  

Residency: Atrium Health Navicent 

Fellowships: Trauma Surgery, Grady Hospital, Emory University, Atlanta; 

Surgical Critical Care, University of Pittsburgh 

Amy B. Christie, M.D., F.A.C.S.  
Associate Professor 

Director, Surgical Critical Care Fellowship 

Residency: Atrium Health Navicent 

Fellowship: Surgical Critical Care, Atrium Health Navicent 

David N.  Armstrong, M.D.  
Colorectal Surgery, Atrium Health Navicent 

Residency: University of Manchester School of Medicine 

Fellowship: Surgical Oncology, Bridgeport Hospital 

Lindsey Bridges, D.O.  
Assistant Professor 

Residency: Atrium Health Navicent 

Fellowship: Advanced Colorectal Surgery, AdventHealth Orlando 

Daniel S. Chan, M.D., F.A.C.S.  
Assistant Professor 

Chair, Georgia Orthopaedic Trauma Institute 

Residency:  University of Texas Southwestern 

Fellowships:   AO International Fellowship, Tubingen, Germany; 

Orthopaedic Trauma, Florida Orthopaedic Institute 

Roslyn Alexander, D.O.  
Assistant Professor 

Residency: St. Lukeõs University Health Network 

Fellowship: Acute Care Surgery, Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center 
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Faculty 

Paul S. Dale, M.D., F.A.C.S.  
 Professor  

Chief of Surgical Oncology 

Vice Dean of Translational Research 

 Residency:  Atrium Health Navicent 

Fellowship:  Surgical Oncology, John Wayne Cancer Institute 

Vincent Culpepper, M.D., F.A.C.S.  
Assistant Professor 

Residency:  Atrium Health Navicent 

 

Arnold Conforti, M.D., F.A.C.S.  
Assistant Professor 

Residency:  Nassau University Medical Center 

Fellowship:   Surgical Oncology, John Wayne Cancer Institute  

 Magendran Danapal, M.D.  
Associate Professor 

Chief of  Vascular Surgery 

Residency: University of Oklahoma 

Fellowship: Vascular Surgery, Atrium Health Carolinas Medical Center 

D. Benjamin Christie, III, M.D., F.A.C.S.  
Associate Professor 

Program Director, General Surgery Residency 

Associate Director, Trauma  

Chief of Surgery 

Residency: Atrium Health Navicent 

Fellowship: Surgical Critical Care, Atrium Health Navicent 

Loreski Collado, M.D.  
Assistant Professor 

Residency:  Boston University School of Medicine 

Fellowship:   Endocrine Surgery, Emory University School of Medicine  



 

Jarrod E. Dumpe, M.D.  
Associate Professor 

Residency:  Medical College of Georgia 

Fellowship:  Orthopaedic Trauma, Carolinas Medical Center, North Carolina 
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Faculty 

Kristin E. Harmon D.O.  
Assistant Professor 

Residency:  University of Tennessee Health Science Center   

Fellowship: Surgical Critical Care, University of  South Carolina Prisma Health  

Ashley J. Jones, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
Assistant Professor 

Director Medical Student Clerkship 

Residency:  Greenville Health System, South Carolina   

Fellowship: Surgical Critical Care, Medical Center, Navicent Health 

Joshua Glenn, M.D., F.A.C.S.  
Assistant Professor  

Chief, Pediatric Surgery 

Residency: Medical University of South Carolina 

Fellowship: Pediatric Surgery, Vanderbilt University 

Anthony Holden, M.D.  
Professor 

Residency: University of Arizona 

Fellowship: Cardiothoracic, SUNY Upstate Medical University 

Christopher Franklin, M.D.  
Assistant Professor 

Director, Adult Critical Care 

Residency:  University of Maryland Medical Center 

Fellowship:  Anesthesiology Critical Care, University of Maryland 



 

Patrick D. Kohtz, M.D.  
Associate Professor 

Residency: University of Colorado 

Fellowship: Thoracic and Cardiovascular, University of Florida College of Medicine 
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Faculty 

Alicia Register, M.D., F.A.C.S.  
Assistant Professor 

Residency:  Atrium Health Navicent 

 

Robert J. Parel, II, M.D., F.A.C.S.  
Assistant Professor 

Lead Physician, Surgical Institute 

Residency: Ochsner Clinic 

 

Laura Reed, M.D.  
Assistant Professor 

Cardiothoracic & Vascular Surgery 

Residency: University of Illinois at Chicago Medical Center 

Fellowship: Cardiothoracic Surgery, University of Kentucky Hospital 

Matthew Martell, D.O.  

Assistant Professor 

Residency:  Zucker School of Medicine at Hofstra 

Fellowship: Orthopaedic Trauma, Atrium Health Navicent The Medical Center 

Salah  Abdel Jalil, M.D.  

Assistant Professor 

Residency:  Grand Strand Regional Medical Center, South Carolina   

Fellowship: Complex GI Cancer Surgery and HPB Surgery, AdventHealth, Orlando, Florida  



 

Sara Strebe -Behrens, M.D.  
Assistant Professor 

Residency: University of Texas-Southwestern 

Fellowship: Orthopaedic Trauma, The Shock Trauma Center, University of Maryland 
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Faculty 

Joseph M.  Van De Water, M.D., F.A.C.S.  
Professor (Emeritus); Assistant Dean for Research, MUSM 

Residency: UCLA 

Fellowships: Critical Care/Surgical Research, Harvard Medical School; 

Cardiac Surgery: Childrenõs Hospital of Los Angeles 

William (Kim) Thompson, M.D., F.A.C.S.  
Associate Professor 

Associate Chair, Clinical Education 

Residency: University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center 

 

Issam J. Shaker, M.D., F.A.C.S., F.A.A.P.  
Professor 

Residency: Vanderbilt University Affiliated Hospitals 

Fellowship:  Cardiothoracic Surgery, Vanderbilt University Affiliated Hospitals  

Fellowship:  Pediatric Surgery, The Johns Hopkins Hospital 

William B. Schroder, M.D., F.A.C.S.  
Associate Professor 

Residency:  New York University School of Medicine 

Fellowship:  Vascular Surgery, University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey 

 

Joe Sam Robinson, Jr., M.D., F.A.C.S. 
Professor 

Chief, Neurosurgery 

Residencies: Emory University and Northwestern University 

Fellowship:  Research, National Institute of Health, Neurosurgery; Northwestern 

Memorial Hospital and Memorial-Sloan Kettering 

                     



 

Zhongbiao Wang, M.D., Ph.D.  
Associate Professor 

Director Surgical Laboratories 

Residency: Fujian Provincial Peopleõs Hospital, China 

Fellowships: Huashan Hospital Shanghai Medical University, Cardiology 

 Faculty 

William Wallace, M.D.  
Assistant Professor 

Residency: Atrium Health Navicent 
Fellowship: Surgical Critical Care, Atrium Health Navicent 
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Danny M. Vaughn, M.D., F.A.C.S.  
Associate Professor 

Medical Director, Bariatric & Metabolic Institute 

Medical Director, Robotic Surgery 

Associate Director, General Surgery Residency 

Residency: Atrium Health Navicent 

Fellowship: Minimally Invasive Surgery, St Lukeõs Hospital, Kansas City, Missouri 
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          Baptist Medical Centre, Nalerigu, Ghana 

 

William, Heidi, Trey, and KJ, International Mission Board (IMB) missionaries, have been serving in Ghana in West 

Africa since 2014.  Heidi, General Surgery Residency Alumni, is a board-certified general surgeon licensed to 

practice in both the US and Ghana.  She is the only surgeon serving at the Baptist Medical Centre in Nalerigu, 

Ghana.  Not only does she perform life saving operations at the hospital, but she trains Ghanaian physicians-in-

training.   

Williamõs primary role with the IMB is to serve as a photographer/videographer.  He travels the globe (51 coun-
tries and counting!) and documents the Kingdom work God is doing through the IMB missionaries as they reach 

the lost. When not traveling on media assignments, he coordinates medical volunteers the Baptist hospital and 

serves as a circuit preacher in the dozens of village churches.  

 

Alumni News  
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Alumni NewsñHaun 

 AN 11 -YEAR -OLD GIRL WITH SEVERE CHEST INFECTION  

The first case involved an 11-year-old girl with a serious infection in her right chest. She had persistent high fevers 

and required oxygen support. When listening with stethoscope, the right side of the chest was very quiet, with no 

breath sounds. Ultrasound showed that the lung lobes were collapsed and fibrinous material was floating around in 

the fluid. 

We inserted a chest tube and drained seropurulent fluid (a mix of watery and purulent material). A follow-up X-ray 

showed most of the fluid was gone, but air remained in the chest. With each subsequent X-ray, the lung continued 

to deflate instead of reinflating. Although she no longer needed oxygen, her recovery stalled. Some of the fibrinous 

material seen earlier had now adhered tightly to the lung and the inner chest wall, forming what is called a fi-

brothorax. The lung was trapped in a rigid òrind,ó unable to expand. 

Knowing the family could not afford a referral to the teaching hospital, I explored treatment options. I called a col-

league from residency, who recommended a thoracotomy with decortication (removal of the òrindó to allow the 

lungs to expand again). It had been years since I opened a chest, but I believed I could do it. I asked questions, 

sought advice, anticipated complications, and prepared both myself and the patient for surgery. 

Through a posterolateral incision between the 5th and 6th ribsñwith controlled cuts of both ribsñwe entered 
the chest. The lungs were deflated and encased in a thin rind covering both the lung tissue and the pleura (the lin-

ing of the chest wall). I carefully scraped off as much of the rind as possible. I noticed a small injury and air leak on 

the upper lobe but decided it was best to leave it alone. By the end of the case, the anesthetist gave big breaths 

through the breathing tube, and we watched the lung expand to the chest wall. We placed two chest tubes, closed 

her up, and sent her to recovery. The next dayõs X-ray looked better, though not perfect. Over the next two 

weeks, despite adjusting the chest tubesñusing suction and water seal bottlesñthe X-rays showed that the gains 

from surgery were gradually lost.  

It was discouraging at first, until I realized the girl was clinically improving. Her fevers were gone, and her oxygen 

saturation stayed at 98ð99%. I eventually removed the tubes and discharged her after six weeks in the hospital. Her 

X-rays didnõt show complete success, but her health had undeniably improved. I told her to go home, return to 

school, play with friends, and sleep in her own bed. 

When she and her mother returned two weeks later, they looked like new peopleñrested, well-fed, and healthy. 

It took several follow-ups to see significant improvement on X-rays, but her overall recovery was clear. 
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The graduating class for the academic year of 2025ð2026 will hold a special place in 

GME history on a national scale. Our graduating chief residents will be remembered as 

the first recruiting class impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic era. Our chief residents 

adjusted to rapid, forced change and adapted new ways of scholarly accountability in 

their respective student environments in order to become surgery residents. Being 

faced with challenges, never before encountered by graduate medical education on a 

national scale, they succeeded. 

 

In addition to the rigor that is inherent in surgery training, this class was challenged with 

establishing a new normal after the panic, integrating new technologies, satisfying new 

requirements for patient care delivery, overcoming staffing issues, call burdens and navi-

gating difficulties with resource access. Staying steady, patient and committed to the de-

partment missions of high-quality patient care as well as professional and personal im-

provement, no challenge was left unconquered by this group. Despite all measures of 

difficulty encountered during their time in Macon, they succeeded. 

 

The graduating chiefs ability to constantly evolve and adjust during transformative times 

during their five-year experience speaks to the lessons of resiliency that they learned 

during their challenges in the Covid era and the strong make up of their individual characters. Additionally, this 

class represents one of the highest scoring classes on the in-training examination in program history. Their scholas-

tic achievements and scholarly contributions resound loudly on their resumes, representing not just work, but hard 

work done in a new era of training. While not necessarily on their resume, the leadership by example methods 

that they have demonstrated within this program has been a key ingredient to our program success over the last 

five years. Their fair, thoughtful and demonstrative leadership has elevated the department of surgery's standards of 

performance and positions us to stronger in the years to come. 

 

The PGY 5 residents have consistently demonstrated the ability to focus, improve, lead, and rise to new challenges. 

They have shown consistent leadership and high-quality character. For all that they have been through professional-

ly and have been to us all personally, we congratulate, admire and will miss this years chiefs. They have succeeded.  

                 General Surgery Residency  

Dudley Benjamin Christie, III, MD, FACS 

Associate Professor of Surgery 

Mercer University School of Medicine 

General Surgery Program Director 

Associate Director of Trauma 

Atrium Health Navicent 

 

 Message from the General Surgery Residency Program Director 

 A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 6  

D. Benjamin Christie, III, MD       Danny Vaughn, MD                     Jennifer Peebles Farris            Jessica òBrittanyó Smith  

 Program Director                        Associate Program Dir.              GS Residency Coord.             Administrative Ma nager  
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              General Surgery Residency 

S U R G E RY  S I M U L AT I O N   
 

There have been significant advancements in simulation and surgical education this year. 

Dr. Ashley Jones serves as the physician champion for surgical education within the Gen-

eral Surgery Residency Program. Over the past two years, she has been an integral mem-

ber of a multidisciplinary team focused on securing funding for the simulation laboratory 

and defining strategies to optimize its use not only for general surgery residents, but also 

for all Atrium Health residency programs and staff. These efforts have resulted in sub-

stantial financial support from both Atrium Health and the Navicent Health Foundation. 

This funding includes support for two full-time simulation staff positions, as well as the 

acquisition and ongoing maintenance of new equipment. 

While some purchases are still under evaluation, planned acquisitions include additional 

Fundamentals of Laparoscopic Surgery (FLS) trainers, ultrasound devices, and funding to 

support a cadaver laboratory. A key objective is to have the simulation staff hired, trained, 

and operational, with initial simulation labs running by the end of the current calendar 

year. An additional short-term goal is the implementation of team-based simulation expe-

riences, with a long-term vision of expanding the simulation lab footprint. This expansion would better support 

evolving educational needs and include a fully equipped simulated operating room, a comprehensive robotics dry 

lab, and a cadaver wet lab. 

This year, the simulation curriculum was revised to align with the ASE/ACS skills curriculum, emphasizing en-

hanced feedback and assessment through the Objective Structured Assessment of Technical Skills (OSATS). This 

approach has been implemented on a limited basis, with plans for significant expansion through the procurement 

of additional training equipment. 

In addition to the Tissue and Hemostasis Lab conducted in partnership with Johnson & Johnson, several new in-

dustry sponsorships have been secured. These include upcoming laboratories with LeMaitre for open vascular 

procedures and Zimmer Biomet for rib plating. Furthermore, Dr. Jones completed training to become an ATLS 

and ASSET course director, with plans to introduce ASSET courses at this institution in the future. 

Finally, this year marks the inaugural year of the Surgical Education Committee, established to advance and sup-

port the ongoing educational needs of the department. Under Dr. Jonesõs leadership, committee members Dr. 

Elijah Debroux, Dr. Kelly Hand, Dr. Stefan Stofberg, and Dr. Haley Williams have made meaningful contributions 

to resident and medical student education. Their efforts include restructuring the educational conference, imple-

menting resident educational competitions, developing comprehensive guides for third- and fourth-year medical 

students, organizing simulation and didactic sessions, securing additional industry sponsorships, and planning the 

first Annual Surgical Olympics, scheduled to take place in June. 

Ashley Jones, MD, FACS 

Assistant Professor 
Lead Surgery Clerkship Director 

Surgical Simulation Director 
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Residents in Surgery 2025 - 2026 

tD¸ пΩǎ 

tD¸ мΩǎ 

tD¸ нΩǎ 

tD¸ оΩǎ 

tD¸ рΩǎ 
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           Elijah Debroux                 Paul Kim                          Oluwaseun Olusanya        Alyse Ragauskas                 Daniel Sircar 

  Kelly Hand                       Ashton Kelly                    Sydney Pilinko                 Robert Monfort                

 Jeremy Burt        Samuel Goberdhan   Thomas Harper     Lindsey Kangas        Maria Vazquez      Trisha Weber 

Benjamin Carr             Ryan Chatman            Joshua Jenkins             Guivens Joseph           Stefan Stoberg            Haley Williams 

 Natalia Beadle             Samuel Boatright         Jeremy Guedes           Robert Rella                Sammy Shihadeh         Camron Sohn 
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Match DayñMarch 20, 2025 
Friday, March 20, United States (US) medical students learned where they matched.  Once again breaking the pre-

vious yearõs record, 2026 saw an all-time high of 53,373 applicants registered in the 2026 main resident match.  

While US MD seniors remain the largest applicant group, the National Resident Matching Program reported a 

milestone year for US DO seniors.  They achieved their highest PGY-1 match rate at 93.2%.  The match included 

6,809 certified program tracks which was an all-time high. Out of 44,344 training positions offered, there were 

41,482 PGY-1 and PGY-2 training positions filled across certified programs. 

 

Surgery Specialties Remain Highly Competitive  

National match data showed that residencies in the surgical specialties remain highly desirable, with fill rates of 

99.1%. Available general surgery positions continued their strong growth over time, increasing 11% from 2022.  

Atrium Health Navicent General Surgery Match  

The general surgery residency match at Atrium Health Navicent (AHN) was a resounding success. We matched 

all six positions with five female applicants and one male applicant.  We also matched with three Mercer Universi-

ty School of Medicine medical students!  During this interview season, Atrium Health Navicent received a total of 

688 applicants with a total of 59 interviews.  AHN continues to use the National Resident Matching Program- 

(NRMP) as the mechanism for applicants and the program to enter their rank order list.  NRMP uses a mathemat-

ical algorithm to match applicants and programs to their most preferred ranked choices to make the best possible 

match for all participants. 

Specialty  Fill Rate  Positions  Unfilled Positions  Total Applicants  

Orthopedic Surgery  100% 963 0 1,652 

Neurological Surgery  100% 280 0 491 

Vascular Surgery  100% 110 0 190 

Thoracic Surgery  99.9% 56 0 110 

Obstetrics -

Gynecology  

99.8% 1,638 2 2,240 

General Surgery  99.8% 1,807 3 3,478 

Otolaryngology  99.8% 403 1 596 

Plastic Surgery  99.1% 230 2 427 
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Alaina Joiner MD, received her medical degree from the Mercer University School of 

Medicine in May of 2026.  She sought out multiple research opportunities both in under gradu-

ate and medical school.  This has resulted in 4 publications and 12 presentations/posters. She 

has also excelled in leadership as she has served as the president of the Rural Health Interest 

Group, president of Women in Medical Science, vice-president of the OB/GYN Interest 

Group, and treasurer of the Surgery Interest Group at the Mercer University School of Medi-

cine.  Prior to medical school, Alaina worked as an advanced EMT.  Her experiences there ul-

timately led her to pursue a career in medicine, particularly surgery. 

Haleigh Isanhart, MD,  graduated summa cum laude from the University of Tennes-

see, Knoxville, with a Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences. She received her medical 

degree from the University of Tennessee Health Science Center in Memphis, Tennessee.  

She served in multiple leadership roles in student societies including Vice-President of Cam-

pus Engagement for the UTHSC chapter of the Association of Women Surgeons and Vice-

President of Students for a Healthier Planet as well as the Lead Mentor for the MPOWER 

program. She cultivated a strong academic and research portfolio, engaging in projects 

across plastic surgery, otolaryngology, general surgery, and urology.   

Lilly Anne Kamberov, MD,  excelled at Louisianna State University Baton Rouge finishing 

Summa Cum Laude.  She received her medical degree from Louisianna State University Health 

in Shreveport in May of 2026.  Her leadership capability is evident in her being President of the 

Surgical Interest Group for LSU Health Shreveport. She was also inducted into the Gold Hu-

manism Honor Society in 2025. Her passion for the field of surgery was initiated by serving as a 

patient care assistant in the operating room.  She spent 7 years working as a research assistant 

in the basic science research laboratory of Dr. Diana Cruz-Topete at LSUHSC. This work re-

sulted in co-authorship on 6 peer-reviewed publications, as well as numerous local and national 

abstracts and oral presentations. Lilly is a first-generation American and dual citizen of the Unit-

ed States and Bulgaria.   

Persia Suarez, MD,  received her Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry from Berry Col-

lege graduating Magna Cum Laude.  She earned her medical degree from the Mercer Univer-

sity School of Medicine in May 2026. She has excelled in leadership as she served as the sec-

retary of the Class of 2026 Student council, treasurer for the Latin American Student Associ-

ation Interest Group, and treasurer at Livingston Church as well as serving on their Board of 

Directors.  She has devoted her time to mentoring middle and high school students, peer 

tutor for first -year medical students, and served a an Amboss Ambassador.   One of her 

most notable contributions during her time as a medical student was her assistance in updat-

ing and revitalizing medical student resources to include a òDummy Guide to Surgery Clerk-

shipó ebook.  She contributed substantially to the design and execution of the project.  
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Sidharth Misra, MD, completed  a Bachelor in Medicine and a Bachelor in Surgery 

(MBBS) at the Armed Forces Medical College (AFMC) in Pune, India, and is ECFMG certified. 

The MBBS is a professional undergraduate medical degree that typically spans 5.5 to 6 years 

depending on the country. He completed a preliminary General Surgery year at the Universi-

ty of Texas Southwestern Medical Center. He participated in the United States Clinical Ex-

perience (USCE) as an acting  intern-Gastrointestinal & Cardiothoracic Surgery at the Uni-

versity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and acting intern-Trauma & Burns ICU at the Uni-

versity of Alabama at Birmingham. He also participated in a clinical rotation in Cardiac Elec-

trophysiology at the University of Florida Health Heart & Vascular Hospital. He has a robust 

research showcase with multiple publications and presentations. He speaks English, Bengali, 

and Hindi.  

Savanna Banks, MD, received her undergraduate degree from the University of Georgia 

in Psychology and Biology before receiving her medical degree from the Mercer University of 

School of Medicine (MUSM) in May of 2026. Savanna built a solid record of research, with 

multiple publications and presentations, including a first-place History of Surgery award at the 

2024 American College of Surgeons Clinical History poster session expounding on the tragic 

1956 murder of Thomas Brewer, a physician and civil rights leader, in Columbus, Georgia.  

She received the BEAR Distinction in Research award in  September of 2025.  Savanna has 

served as a MUSM Ambassador beginning in her M2 year. She and a classmate also started a 

MUSM Columbus Branch of Women in Medicine where she advocated for the involvement of 

women in the surgical field.  
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Elijah DeBroux, M.D., earned his medical degree from the University of Tennessee Health 

Science Center and completed his Intern year at University of Tennessee -Chattanooga. After 

residency, he will pursue a fellowship in Surgical Critical Care/Trauma Surgery at Atrium Health 

Navicent.  Following his training, he will resume his duties as a Captain in the Air Force serving in 

surgical and intensivists roles. He has an interest in education and leadership development. He is 

supported by his wife Daniella and their 4 children, Layla, Kalliope, Eleanor and Emilio.  
 

 

Paul Kim, D.O., earned his medical degree from the Edward Via College of Osteopathic 

Medicine in Spartanburg, South Carolina. After residency, he will pursue a fellowship in Surgical 

Critical Care/Acute Care Surgery at Duke University Medical Center. Following fellowship 

training, he plans to continue serving in both surgical and critical care roles, with a long-term goal 

of incorporating medical mission work into his career. He is supported by his wife and their son, 

Jonathan, and they are excited to welcome a new baby this September.  
 

 

Oluwaseun Olusanya, D.O., earned his medical degree from DeBusk College of 

Osteopathic Medicine.  After residency, he will begin a fellowship in Bariatric Surgery in Buffalo, 

New York. His clinical interests include evidence based practice and competency based surgical 

education. Outside of work, he enjoys fitness, traveling, and spending time with his family. 

Notably, with the elimination of percentile scoring from the ABSITE, he is the last resident in 

program history to achieve a 99th percentile score on the exam. He hopes to build a practice 

that combines elective general surgery with a multidisciplinary approach to weight loss and 

wound care. He is excited to begin the next chapter of his career.  
 

Alyse Ragauskas, M.D., earned her medical degree from the Mercer University School of 

Medicine and will continue her surgical training with a fellowship in Minimally Invasive Surgery in 

Kansas City, Missouri following residency. Throughout her time in the program, Dr. Ragauskas 

remained actively engaged in academic surgery, presenting multiple research projects at regional 

and national meetings including GSACS, SAGES and the American College of Surgeons Clinical 

Congress. Her residency years were marked not only by professional growth but also meaningful 

personal milestones. During her second year, she met her husband, Aston Davis, and the two 

celebrated their marriage during her fourth year of residency in her favorite city, Athens, Georgia. 

In honor of her mother, Catherine Ragauskas, she completed the 2025 Chicago Marathon in 

support of the Parkinsonõs Foundation, encouraged along the way by fellow residents and faculty who shared in 

the journey. As she prepares to begin fellowship, Dr. Ragauskas and her husband look forward to welcoming 
their first child, Madeline Catherine, due in May 2026, marking an exciting new chapter both personally and 

professionally.   
 

Daniel Sircar, M.D., earned his medical degree from the Medical College of Georgia in 

Augusta.  After residency, he will begin a fellowship in Vascular Surgery in Greenville, South 

Carolina. Daniel is excited to start the next part of his career where he hopes to merge the 

robotic experience he has obtained here at Navicent with vascular surgery. None of the above 

would have been possible without the love and support of his wife, Vahnna, and their 3 children, 

Braylen, Vaida, and Judah.    

2026 GRADUATING CHIE FS 
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Five years ago, we began our journey as surgical residents at Navicent Health under circumstances none of us 

could have predicted. What started as virtual interviews quickly became our reality, marking the beginning of a 

residency shaped by uncertainty, adaptation, and growth. 

 

Entering as interns, we were somewhat playfully labeled the òdiversity class,ó but what truly defined us was the 

individuality each of us brought ñ our unique strengths, perspectives, and challenges. Those differences became 

our greatest asset, allowing us to grow together into the surgeons we are today. 

 

Our training evolved alongside the program itself. From long nights on call and frequent service changes to the 

transition toward an acute care surgery model, our schedules ñ and expectations ñ shifted more than we ever 

imagined. Adaptability became one of our earliest and most important lessons. 

 

The impact of COVID-19 defined much of our early residency experience. During our second year, the ICU be-

came a unit for the sickest of the sick. Early mornings and late nights caring for critically ill patients tested us in 

ways no textbook could prepare us for. It was here that we learned not only surgical critical thinking but also the 
compassion, humility, and humanity required to care for patients and families during their most vulnerable mo-

ments, including the final hours of life. 

 

By our third year, we grew into true mid-level residents. Our responsibilities expanded beyond our own learning 

as we began mentoring and guiding junior residents, recognizing that teaching is one of surgeryõs greatest privileg-

es and responsibilities. 

 

During our fourth year, each of us began to find our professional homes within surgery, discovering the special-

ties that inspired us and shaped our future paths. That journey culminates in our chief year, where we are proud 

to celebrate all five of us matching into fellowships: 

 

Å Elijah DeBroux  ñ Acute Care Surgery and Surgical Critical Care 

Å Paul Kim  ñ Surgical Critical Care 

Å Oluwaseun Olusanya  ñ Bariatric Surgery 

Å Alyse Ragauskas ñ Minimally Invasive, Bariatric, Foregut and Abdominal Wall Reconstruction Surgery 

Å Daniel Sircar  ñ Vascular Surgery 

 

While we now move forward into different fields, we remain united by the foundation built here. Navicent Health 

ñ now Atrium Health Navicent ñ will always be home. The lessons learned within these walls extend far be-

yond operative technique; they include resilience, teamwork, leadership, and lifelong friendship. 

 

We are deeply grateful to every attending who invested time, patience, and trust in our development. Your men-

torship shaped not only our surgical skills but also the physicians and people we have become. We hope that 

along the way we have passed forward some measure of knowledge, skill, and perhaps a bit of our personality to 

the residents who follow behind us. 

 

These past five years have been challenging, transformative, and profoundly meaningful. It has truly been an honor 

to train here, and we leave with immense gratitude for the experiences, relationships, and memories that will stay 

with us throughout our careers. 

 
With sincere appreciation, 

The Chief Residents  
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2 0 2 5  AWA R D S  C E R E M O N Y 
ß Resident of the Year:  Brewton McCluskey, MD 

ß Intern of the Year:  Joshua Jenkins, DO  

ß Trauma Resident of the Year:   Elijah DeBroux, MD 

ß Sealy-Dalton Award for the Most Improved In-Training Exam Score 2025:  Kelly Hand, MD 

ß Dr. Macram M. Ayoub Resident Teaching Award Faculty of the Year:  Danny Vaughn, MD 

ß Scholastic Achievement Award for Highest  In-Training Exam Score:  Andrew Barnes, MD 

ß Robotic & MIS Award:  Nicholas Koullas, MD 

ß Physician Warrior Poet Award:   

ß 2025 Chairmanõs Award:  Tracy Johns, RN, and Laurie Faircloth, RN 

ß Intern Certificates: Benjamin Carr, MD, Ryan Chatman, MD, Joshua Jenkins, DO, Guivens Joseph, MD, 

Stofberg, MD, Haley Williams, DO 

              G R A D U AT I O N  S P E A K E R    

òSURGERY 2025:  BACK TO BASICSó 

 
Arnold Conforti, MD, FACS, Assistant Professor of Surgery at the Mercer University 

School of Medicine and surgical faculty at Atrium Health Navicent where he specializes in 

minimally invasive surgery.  He received his medical degree from Georgetown University 

Medical School and completed his fellowship in Surgical Oncology at John Wayne Cancer 

Institute in Santa Monica, California.   

 

Andrew Barnes, MD           Paul Cartwright, MD           Nicholas Koullas, DO            Jacob Lowry, MD                  Brewton McCluskey, MD     Nehal Ninad, MD 
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